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Chedi is more important than tourisis

Chedi should.remain a
centre for quiet worship

From taday, Sﬁude.v o Siam, o column &y
Sujit  Wamgthes, will appear in Focus

each Suturday., Ouwr aim i to provide -

readery with articles that provide intergsi-
ing insiy s indo Thai and Southeast Asiun
ewlfure.

3 betler serve tourists, provincial

g authorities in Nakhon Pathom are
planning to builld a six-lane thor-
cuphfare in the pravince's Muang District
that will kead right up to Phra Pathom
Chedi, selicved to be the wost ancieat
pagods 'n Thailand. Such a move is sure
to have a profound effect on what is

widely regacded as the b!rlhplage of Thai’

Boddhism,

‘The temple was adually built by Indian’ ;

Buddhists and its name, Phra Pathom
Chedi, literully means the **first lexnple"

For this teason, most locals” believe o
Nekhen Pathom was the place  where! '

Buddhism first gained a foothold " in
Thailand, though there is no ‘evidence to
supgest this,
.- Nonethe-
less,  accord-
ing to & num-

historicat

chronicles, the
Phra Pathom
Chedi is one

ancient pago-
3 das  stunding
in Thadand, The temple itself was an
importunt centre as far back as the 7th
century when Nakhon Pathiom was known
as Noghon Chaisi. Many academics
believe that between 637 AD and 100K
A, Wakhon Chaisi way the largest lown
in Souheast Asia and the centre of the
Srivichays Kingdom. Historians and ar-
chaeologists have also found evidence —-
earmings, bracelets, beads and stucco —

‘that suggesls Indian and Arabian tm(}crs
'may have inhabited the area. b I

A rionc lablet from the bukholhl
- Periud refers to the pugods as **Phra Thaat
“Luang *. (“Roysl Bone ‘Rekits™), bul
sccording to a slone (ablet found in
Nakhon Pathom, people living in the Chao
Bliva basin called the chedi **Phra
Thom' , wieaning *‘giant®’ in Khmer. True
to iy name, the towering structure has
dwar'cd people ever since it was first built
about 000 years ugo.,

ln sncient Siam, Phra Pathom Chedi
was A important ss it is today, In 1057
when Nakhon Chuigi was nbandoned for
uarecorded reasons, the temple itself
wasn't deseried; priests and religious
foilow *rs continued to worship at the site.

ber Gl &

of the most

NATIONCHOTO

r
f

PHRA PATHOM CHEDI: A significant
place for Buddhist worshlppers.

“Accopding 0 historicel records the
temple was first sestored in 1257 by a
moak who way the nephew of Pho Khun |
Phaa Muang (s king during the Suthothai
Periad). The monk led Buddhist disciples

from Sri Lanka to help rebuiid the
sficture. At $his time, the, pagada, wlpdi
‘had been known as Phra Thaat Luang or or
"Phra Thomni, wis renamed Phra Prathom.

.. The pagoda also has a long history in
literature and locel folklore.: During, the
Rutianakosin Peried Sunthom Phu 'and
Samiin Mee (weil-known posts at the
time of King Fams If and King Rama 1)
duly noted its grace and importance, They

~also recurded 4 local belief that the chedi
“had actually been built by a king, Phya, Sa,

‘Kong, who 'is " remembered ‘for having
'unwittingly ‘killed his' father, Phya Phsan, '
during & war. To atone for his sin Phya
Kong built Phia Prathom. He wanled the

' gpire 1o $04ar a§ hngh infa the sky as a dove

can fly.

Phra Pathom Chedi was restored again
during the reign of King Maha Chakkra-
phat (1548-69) and later, in the Railanakeo-
sin Period, during the reigns of King Rama

1V and King Rama V.

p. It was King Kama IV (18BS1-68) whu
‘ordered 3 new structure to be built over
the old cne to reitore the site's former

glory.
«

- “Today, the pagod is a-axgmﬁcant sife
for Buddhist womhxppm owing this,

~ | provincial - ~zuthorities - should create o

‘pleasant s by planting ' trees
‘and build a local museum to tcach mumtx

thé site’s importance, ;

“Tourists ghould also be forbxddm to
(drive the:r cars around the area as the
pagudauaphqenfwomhlp-—hma
commercial tourist site, *

Far'from paying homage to out religmn
bmldmg a wider thoroughfare will serve
only to bring more cars and travellers to
the pagoda. The' pagoda 'is sacred,.and
should be treated as such — lhm would

[1 See CHEDL, Pags-Ca

U Continued Jrom Page C1

never happen in a so-called
“developed” country
nth Pathom Chedi is 'great
¢ and more important than
‘huﬁm!

If tourists don’t want to. go
to Phra Pathom Chedi because
there jsn't 8 six-lane thorough-
fare, then damn them. Let such
socuﬂy-unawm mghtseam go
cisewhere, Phra Pathm:n Chedi
should | be . preserved - ag 2
tranquil place for Buddhm, .
.sﬁjir Wongthes is the editor of
Ss‘!apa- Wathdnatham Maga—
zine (Arts ‘& Culture”Maga-
zine} and a well-known histori-
an. He: has received. several
awards for his work, including
the 1993 Sri Burapha Award

cand the 1993 Silpakorn Uni-
versity Alumni Award.

Bay,‘ Septembg;' 2 1994
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