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A Buddha image in Khao Luang Cave. U-Thong Style.
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(mn : quévoya tiiaalynw). A Buddha
image in Khao Luang Cave, U-Thong

style.
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of devas, the Ubosot of Wat Yai Suwannaram, late Ayutthaya, a fine example of

Phetchaburi craftsmanship.
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An image of Buddha in the royal attire in the gallery

of Wat Mahathat, Phetchaburi.
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A sandstone Buddha image in the gallery of Wat
Mahathat, Phetchaburi. Its features are similar to the
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principal chedi of Wat Phra Barom That Chaiya,
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phé’folabUﬁ is an

important city of long and continued
history. Its ancientness is well testified
by documents such as chronicles and
journals kept by foreign visitors, and
by archaeological evidence like ancient
monuments and artefacts. The evidence
well reveals the development of
Phetchaburi as an important city even
before the 13" century. Dvaravati
monuments found at Ban Thung .
Setthi, and other places confirm that
communities of the Dvaravati period
had settled here. They were situated
by the sea, perhaps because it was
convenient for sea trade. There is also
evidence of the “Ancient Road"’,
commonly known as “Thao U Thong
Road'" which is thought to link these
communities with the Dvaravati city
of Khu Bua in Ratchaburi Province,
and, further north, with the ancient
city of Kosinarai in Ban Pong District,
Ratchaburi, as well as with other
Dvaravati cities. The communication
among these cities might have
gradually expanded and formed a
network during the 13t century, which
was the time when long-distant trade
-both overland and bv sea - enjoved

a boom. Important archaeological
evidence found in Phetchaburi comprise
Chinese ceramics dating from the Five
Dynasties' period and the Sung and
Yuan dynasties, confirming the
existence of trade between Phetchaburi
and faraway places then.

Phetchaburt was thus an im-
portant port around the 13 century.
During this time contact among various
communities increased, and more
people migrated to settle in
Phetchaburi, resulting in a higher
degree of econamic, social and cultural

integration. Documents such as
chronicles and jowrnals mention the
relationship between Phetchaburi and
other cities, such as Nakhon Si
Thammarat, Sukhothai, Kamphaeng
Phet phitsanulok, and even China.

According to the chronicles, the
relationship was both of hostile and
friendly nature. This is presumably
because the city had to maintain its
status as an important port with
control over communication routes,
especially the transoceanic route in the
south. The Nakhdn Si Thammarat
chronicles record the battles and
boundary settlements between the
kings of two cities.

While Phetchaburi was enjoying
its importance as a trading centre
during the 13".14™ centuries, it was also
undergoing major changes due to two
major factors : the spread of
Mahayana Buddhism and Bayon art
from Canbodia, and the trading
contact between the people of the
Chao Phraya Basin and the Chuang
in the south of China. The influence
of the former was manifest in changes
in styles of art from the Dvaravati
style to the Lopburi style, as in the
construction of Prasar Kamphaeng-
laeng as an important monument of
the city. As for the latter, the trading
contact resulted in a wider use of
Thai as a language for communication
in Southeast Asia.

These changes gave rise to the
formationt of new cultures and com-
munities. In some of these the
population followed Hinayana
practices, while the ruling classes were
of the Mahayana denomination.
Nevertheless, they enjoyed a peaceful
co-existence, since the ruling classes
encouraged religious freedom and were
themselves patrons of the construction
of many permanent religious
monuments.

The lack of religious disc-
rimination resulted in smooth and
continuous transformations of artistic
and cultural practices accepted by
the people of Phetchaburi. Dvaravar
art, for instance, already losing its
popularity, became U-thong art, and
subsequently Ayutthaya art. At the
same time, the spread of Lopburi ar
because of Mahayana Buddhism soon
went into decline because it was not
popular, and because the Ceylonese
school of Hinayana Buddhism was
beginning to expand steadily in the
14 century, even though Phetchaburi
was an important centre for passing
the influences of Lopburi art to other
cities.

Phetchaburi lost its importance
as a port city when Ayutthaya in-
creased its role as capital city and
major port during the I stk century.
It subsequently became only a small
port. Its importance as a centre of
art, however, continues until today.
All the evidence of Phetchaburi-be
it documents, monuments, artefacts
and enhic and cultural diversity-that
survives until now bears witness to
the prominence of Phetchaburi as a
“city of history."”
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