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Tiurhanemanyza1 A holiday residence
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T he town of Phetchaburi
occupied an important strategic position
in Siam in the past, or at least during
the Sukhothai period. Its name appears
in inscriptions as a townyon the route
frdin hinterland centres like Sukhothai
or Ayutthaya to the coast at Megui
and Tenasserim then further by boat
to India or Ceylon. During the
Ayutthaya period, it enjoyed particular
significance as a favourite place to
visit among the kings, giving rise to
important relationships of diverse kinds
between the town and Ayutthay. One.
of these was the tradition of respect
for the monks of Phetchaburi. As
a result, many grand and beautiful
temples were built and sponsored by
the kings. These temples in turn
attracted large numbers of people to
visit the city and to perform religious

merit.

Later in 1858 A.D.,*King Rama
IV restored many temples and built a
palace on a hill in the town of
Phetchaburi for he was well pleased
with the countryside and the climate.
The choice of the town as a site for
a royal palace further increased the
town’s popularity. Its first groups of
visitors comprised government officials,
foreigners, and commoners who enjoyed
the beauty of the place’s diverse
attraction - the sea, caves, mountains
and temples, including of course the
majestic grandeur of Phra Nakorn
Kiri, the royal palace. Methods of
travelling, too, began to develop from
the original dependence on small
boats to steam boats and then trains
with the construction of the Bangkok-
Phetchaburi line which came into
operation in 1903 A.D., enabling
ordinary people with modest means to
enjoy trips to Phetchaburi.

Another summer palace was
built under King Rama V at Tambon
Ban Puen, Muang District, which
was known as Phra Ram Rajanives.
The king was also fond of visiting
temples where works of masterly
craftsmanship were to be found.

In 1923 A.D. King Rama VI
built a seaside palace at Cha-am
Beach on the advice of his doctors
who prescribed a rest-cure for his
rheumatism in a dry, warm place like
the seaside. The palace was named
Phra Raja Nives Maruekatayawan
and was used as royal residence when
he came for his cure by bathing in the

sea.

From this point on, sea-bathing
became popular. This, together with
the increasing congestion at Hua Hin,
hitherto a favourite holiday spot,
transformed Cha-am into a popular
resort. Well-to-do people and high-
ranking officials came to survey the
land, then cleared it to build roads
and permanent holiday residences.
Cha-am was on its way to its position

as a first-class holiday resort of Siam.

Looked back over the last
hiindred years, Phetchaburi has



undergone many changes with times courses, resorts, big hotels, spreading

and fashions both of the local people all over its beaches and hills. It

and the visitors. Many incidents had looks now that the new town of
taken place and ended, that survive Phetchaburi is growing and will soon
now as stories to keep alive the past be devouring the old charms of the
grandeur of one of the most prosperous town that have been well known and
towns of Thailand. With the present loved for over a hundred years.

economic boom and increasing
materialistic demands, Phetchaburi
is now undergoing major changes
again, be they the expansion of golf-
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