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Phetchaaburi women who attened the school. They still wore traditional costumes.
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. BslsusouaniauInves Inanimy ﬂ‘fg. A building of the first school for girls in Petchaburi.
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Dr. Mcfarland.
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Dr. Daniel McGilvary, an
American missionary who
pioneered evangelical

activities in Phetchaburi.
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The list of donors who

contributed to the school.

Left of the centre is the

signature “Chulalongkorn”.
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T/'Zé’ first group of Protestant
missionaries arrived in Siam around
1828 A.D. Their missions were to
spread the Words, to provide education
and health care. They also sought to
play a role in the development of
education, especially for girls in
Bangkok, hoping thereby to establish
a close relationship with prospective
students as a means towards their
evangelical goals. All these attractions
of western civilization, however,
seemed to have won very little
interest among the people of Bangkok.




Phetchaburi in 1859 A D). where he

net Phra Phetchphisaisrisawat, )
Depucy-Governor of Phetchabui. The
Hatter was in charge of the constnection
Phra Nakom Kiri. Due to his close
ontuct with westerers, he was willing
io aflow the missionaries to set up
Svangelical centres. Yet, here as in
Bangkok, their efforts met with litde
ess, for not only did they have

fo restict their activities W evenings,
but thetr followers comprised largely
Lao Song people, a local ethnic
minoity group, who were then
Haborrers working on the construction
wf the voval palace. In addition, they
Seemed (0 make very limited progress
with local fishermen.

In retrospect, however, one of
their main contributions is the

intradwction of training in home
economic skills such as needlework.

A school, the Industrial School, was
set wp in 1865 A.D. where girls were
brought tagether to receive tratning,
Although the school was well provided
with a dedicated staff and new
technologieal equipments. such as
sewing machines, they won very little
interest, and girls even had to be
paid te atend classes. Their falure
could have been due to the fact that
these skills must have appeared
trretevant to the tmmediate concerns

of the local people.

The missionartes, however,
persisted in their efforts. Many im-
provements were introduced to the
school which received funding from
various sources. It was later called
Arnunpradit School, and has since
become an important educationg!

establishment of Phetchaburi
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