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Secondary Burials in West - Central Thailand:
the Recent Excavation at Nong Kwang,
Ratchaburi Province

Podjanok Kanjanajuntorn

Archaeology and Anthropology Department, University of Bristol, UK
Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology, Thammasat University

Nong Kwang is one of several secondary burial sites in Late Metal Age Hatchaburi province.
The site is situating in the area of former terrace with undulating ground features with several
limestone hills scattered around the landscape. Archaeological evidence was often found in
cave sites and on lime - stone hill foots where human bones and grave goods have been
discovered. Secondary burials were common in prehistoric Ratchaburi, especially around the
Chom Bung District. This burial practice is that the corpse had been buried or cremated
before they were re - buried again with offerings. This mortuary cutture has been reported-
from various regions in Southeast Asia, including Central Vietnam, Northern Highlands of Laos
and Thung Kula Ronghai in Northeast Thaitand. However the social relationship among those
prehistoric communities and their population movements is yet to be explored.

~ The test excavations at the Nong Kwang site in 2003 and 2006 have yielded signifi-
cant information for the better understanding of the socio - economics of prehistoric Chom
Bung and the practice of their burial culture. Secondary burials were unearthed during the
test excavations that graves of disarticulated human remains were discovered along with
various types of artifacts, such as pots, iron tools, beads and bronze ornaments. The most
interesting feature of those burials was that some of the human bones, despite fragmented and
some cremated, were found in the position as though they were deliberately arranged to imitate
human anatorny.

The results of field survey and excavations in Chom Bung have yielded archaeologi-
cal evidence which indicates that the prehistoric communities in this area might have had some
significance in the socio - economic of Metal Age West - Central Thailand. Some rare prestige
goods such as a Dang Son bronze drum was found in one of the caves on #ihao Kwak, a
limestane hill situated to the west of the Nong Kwang burial site. Moreover technology of iron
making appeared to be common around Chom Bung as evidence of mining and smelting of an
industrial level have been found at various sites. Iron must have been very valuable and on
high demand during the late Metal Age in Southeast Asia but not very region has such re-
source. However prehistoric Chom Bung appeared to have the potential in this because the
iron ore was available nearby and the smelting technigue was known to the local people. It can
be suggested that Chom Bung must have played a significant part in the economy of Metal
Age West - Central Thailand not only with their iron commodity but also with controtling of the
trade route to the upper Me Klong Valley where tin ore was available and highty demanded,
especially by the sophisticated bronze makers from the Dong Son Culture in Northern Vietnam.

J‘;a Ancther point is that characteristics of some cultural materials from Chom Bung
appeared to be different to the rest of Central Thailand. However it is probably too early to
suggest a new comer in Late Prehistoric West - Central Thailand. Purther investigation in the
field will shed more light to this matter.




