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An Analysis of Islamic Content in NisaVariety Magazine.
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ABSTRACT

The three objectives of this study were: to 1) analyze the Islamic content in NisaVariety
Magazine, 2) examine the influence of the magazine on its readers and the readers’ expectation and 3)
prepare a database index for retrieving articles dealing with Islamic issues in the magazine. The research
consisted of doing a content analysis of NisaVariety Magazine published in March, 2005 — April 2009 and
surveying the opinions of 150 Muslim readers to find out about their reading behavior, the kinds of content
and presentation formats they preferred as well as the influence of this magazine on the readers. An in
depth interview of the editor of the magazine was also conducted.

It was found that the three major types of content presented in the magazine were that involving 1)
Islamic society and culture, 2) the relationship between Islam and other religions including 3) Islamic life and
faith. As for the most popular formats of presentation of Islamic content, there were three types of
categories as follows: 1) news and social events, 2) analysis and criticism and 3) the raising of awareness.

Regarding the survey on desirable Islamic content, the readers seemed to prefer the kinds of
content relevant to 1) Muslim/Islamic society and culture, 2) Islamic scriptures and books whereas 3) the
Muslim teaching and regulations as well as the Muslim faith and practice were rated at a high level.
Regarding the magazine’s influence or impact on the readers, it appeared that its influence on the readers in
general was at a high level in the following order respectively: 1) influence on their faith, their pride in being
a Muslim in particular, which was at the highest level, 2) influence in terms of being good religious followers
to the extent that it enabled them to properly behave in accordance with Islam, which was at a high level
and 3) language influence in which it enhanced their Islamic-related vocabulary, which was at a high level
as well.

It could be concluded that NisaVariety Magazine was able to effectively relate or communicate to its
readers in accordance with its objectives and it managed to encourage as well as influence its readers to
conduct their lives accordingly while gaining a great deal of knowledge about Islam.

The results from preparing this database index for retrieving the relevant articles enabled readers to
access a many as 941 articles in NisaVariety Magazine from the 51% issue of March 2005 to the 100" issue
of April 2009, this includes retrieving by search words, author’s name, types of content, also limit search
features for year and magazine’s cover. The experimental group was satisfied at a highest level with their

search and access to the articles and at a high level with the display of the results and the design.
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